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youthful to think of it now, but I have had it in my mind for some time
as a possibility, especially in connection with some historical lectures
I gave at short notice recently.
In this same letter Rutherford added a note on some then recent advances
in modern physics:
Within a month of Chadwick's proof of the neutron, Feather in the
Cavendish showed by expansion chamber work that neutrons were
very effective in disintegrating both oxygen and nitrogen, and this
was followed up by Harkins in the U.S.A. The main merit of Fermi
was his rapid trial whether neutrons would produce radioactive bodies,
immediately after the Curie-Joliot discovery.
A letter to Stefan Meyer throws some light on Rutherford's activities :
ii Dec. 1936. I was very pleased to see that Hess had been given a half
quantum of the JSTobel Prize, and I have received a very pleasant letter
from him.
I have had a very busy time but for the last few days have managed
to get a day's golf in the country. I was present in the House of Lords
yesterday when the letters of abdication of King Edward were read
and short speeches were made by various members. It was a very
crowded House, both with members and visitors, and was an unfor-
gettable experience.
We are holding the Cavendish Dinner on Saturday and making it
a special occasion as J, J, T/s 8oth birthday falls on December i8th.
You may have seen that he has published a very interesting book called
Reminiscences and Recollections. He gives an interesting account of
British men of science whom he has known in his long life.
In his early days, Rutherford did not smoke, but when he first went
to Cambridge he decided (11 Aug. 1896) that tobacco soothed his
nerves when under the strain and excitement of his eager experimenta-
tion. He finally became a heavy smoker, generally preferring a pipe.
The tobacco tin when received was opened and the tobacco spread
out on a newspaper to dry. So far as is known, this heavy smoking
did him no harm, but perhaps his haad was not now so steady, when